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Abstract: This paper is a preparation for the further study of the logic and the possibility of
<critical theory> in its developmental phase after <The Dialectic of Enlightenment>. This is
without doubt the most pessimistic work about human history among the philosophical
accomplishments in the 20™ Century, which evoked various reactions and criticism. Here I take
two representative and persuading comments to this book into consideration, namely, of Jurugen
Habermas and Herbert Schnéidelbach. For the former the position of the two critical philosophers
1s entangled in the performative contradiction, which is caused by their way of critique that
reason(Vernunft) is the fundament and at the same time the object of critique. Habermas sees the
further philosophical development of Adorno which is manifested in his <Negative Dialecitc> as
an attempt of linear development without the contradiction solved. In stead of such an
entanglement of method he advocates his position that reason cannot be absorbed in instrumental
reason, which is no other than communicative rationality. On the other hand Schnidelbach takes
this work as a series of philosophies of history which aim to grasp history in its totality as a linear
development from one principle. From this standpoint <The Dialectic of Enlightenment> is also a
myth. He adds furthermore that Adorno's <Negative Dialectic> adopted an another strategy that
historical occurrences are not regarded as necessary results of reason, but they are caused under
some contingent conditions, and so the concept of totality is then not grasped as ontological, but as
what enables to criticize. From the comparison of these two interpretations of <The Dialectic of
Enlightenment> the decisive element of the possibility of critical theory, especially of Adorno
depends on the relation between <The Dialectic of Enlightenment> and <Negative Dialectic>.
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