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A case study on the effect of sports city declaration

on a community

Takashi Fuyjiyama and Hidetaka Nagata

Abstract

This study was comprehensively and longitudinally to testify the impact of sports city declaration on a
community development in a local town(S town) in Tohoku District in Japan through three steps; (1) clarifying the
meaning and effect of each specific sport city declarations, (2) examining contradictory differences, if any, in
recognitions among administrators and citizens about sports declaration announced by S town in 1999, and (3)
comparing with the questionnaire survey results, on the point of citizens' participation, obtained in 1995.

Questionnaire sheets were mailed to 64 local communities with sports city declaration in Tohoku district in July,
2004 (50 responses, 78.1%). Questionnaires for S town citizens (1,416) were distributed and collected by community
sports leaders in the same town in November, 2004; 1,042(73.7%) collected. Also, interviews were administered to
educational personnel in S town. Results were summarized as followings:

1. Twenty-nine out of 50 communities still continued to announce sports city declaration with the main aims at
“maintenance and promotion of fitness and health" and "enhancement and development of sports". More than
80% of communities recognized its effect.

2. Rates of recognition and effect of the declaration among administrators and citizens were not coincided: rates of
both items were quite low for citizens compared to administrators.

3. Alongitudinal analysis showed the descending trend in sports participation in the last year; however, a small

increase in the rate of regular participants.
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