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A Study on the Structure of Social Stratification in Sport Participants

Tomio MARUYAMA, Rei SUGAWARA and Yuko KUSAKA

The purpose of this study was to investigate the social stratification of regular sport
participants. Data were collected from 421 adalts who were belonging to the public sport
clubs or the private sport clubs, and were sport leaders at Sendai.

Cluster analysis of their some status variables (occupational prestige, academic career,
annual income and life style) revealed that there were six stratificational clusters among
men and four among women.

From the distribution ratio of these clusters, it could be pointed out that :

1) Regular sport participants belonged to the middle class or more, and more than half
of them came from the upper class and its starting cluster.

2) As their occupation, non-manual labor predominated (87.5%).

3) Most participants in the private clubs and sport leaders came from above the middle-
upper class.
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