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A Study on Utilization of Special Needs Education Support Staffs
and its Future Issues

Kie Kikuchi Yasuo Watanabe
ABSTRACT

In 2006, School Education Law and its related regulations were revised, and thereby a
special needs education support program was started in April 2007. It included develop-
mental disabilities in the traditional special education.

However, it is difficult for just one teacher to give sufficient support to the students who
need it. Hence, “special needs education support staffs” have been employed with financial
assistance of a local government. They provide great care to the students in question.

A problem, however, has arisen due to the differences among local governments in the
financial assistance, the method of employing special needs education support staffs and the
contents of their jobs.

In Japan, effective utilization of special needs education support staffs has become impor-
tant for the construction of an inclusive education system.

I researched the job contents of special needs education support staffs and how they
were actually doing their jobs by reviewing preceding studies on this matter, sending out
questionnaires to boards of education and interviewing special needs education support
staffs.

The purpose of these researches and interviews was to examine the desirable way to
utilize special needs education staffs.

Through this research, it was revealed that, in order to achieve the desirable way to uti-
lize of special needs education support staffs, it is necessary to establish a formal position
as special needs education support staffs in school, to strengthen the financial basis and

clarify their job contents.
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