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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to investigate a ‘experience—nature’ activity (ENA) at a Special Needs
education school(SNES). For this purpose, we did the following investigation:

1. to make it clear what kinds of ENAs were adopted at SNES

2. to find out factors obstructive to the activities

3. to study how obstructive factors differed according to each disability
And we suggested what to do to lessen obstructive factors.

To investigate the above-mentioned issues, we mailed questionnaires to teachers in charge of ENA at 933
SNESs (including elemental, junior and senior high school courses). We received 1313 answers from 577
schools.

We analyzed date as follows:

1. We did simple totalization to find out a general character of ENA.

2. We did factor analysis to pick up obstructive factors.

3. We did one-way layout design analysis of variance to study the relationship between obstructive factors

and the disabilities.

Through our analyses, we got the following results:

1 .Over 80% of SNES adopted ENA.

2. The most popular activity was ‘Sizennoie shukuhakutaiken’ (lodging at cottages).

3. Over 90% of all answers said the duration of ENA was within two days—a night’s lodging).

4. What was most expected from EINA was "expansion of life experience’.

Our factor analysis revealed there were three obstructive factors:

1. The first factor was related to *difficulty stemmed from facilities and locations’.

2. The second one was related to ‘difficulty of planning, preparation and co-operation’.

3. The third one was related to ‘burden teachers should shoulder’.

The o value of these three factors was over 0.8 respectively.

As for the relationship between obstructive factors and the disabilities, our study revealed:

1. In terms of the first factor, the average in ‘physical handicap 'was significantly higher than ‘sight

handicap’, hearing handicap’, intellectual handicap’ and ‘'weakness’,

2. In terms of the second factor, the average in ‘physical handicap’ was significantly higher than

‘intellectual handicap’.
3. In terms of the third factor, the average in ‘hearing handicap’ was significantly higher than ’weakness’
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