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Abstract: This paper discusses the role of wall charts as a teaching aid in the Meiji era sewing
school, Shoso School. Shoso-Shi Juku was established in Sendai by Miyoji Hozawa in 1879. It was
renamed Shoso School in 1884. In 1881, Tatsugoro Watanabe established Wayo-Saiho Denshujo.
Hozawa and Watanabe are regarded as the leaders in sewing education during the Meiji era.

During the Edo era, sewing was taught privately. However, due to the educational reforms of the
Meiji era, sewing was taught to groups. Hozawa and Watanabe sought to develop new teaching
methods suitable for new circumstance. Previous studies indicate that Hozawa developed wall
charts and Watanabe designed miniature kimonos, “Hinagata”.

Hozawa's wall charts are open to further study. The wall charts were used in exhibitions in
addition to their role as teaching aids.The miniature kimonos were pasted onto cardboard for ease
of transport. These boards are called “Kakezu'.

Official documents from the Meiji era credit Hozawa with development of a new method using
“Hinagata”. Miyoji Hozawa's use of “Hinagata” and the wall charts promoted sewing education
and he played a major role in women's education during the Meiji era.

Key words: Shoso School, Hinagata, Tatsugoro Watanabe, group lesson
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