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A study on the construction of public facilities and community

revitalization in a mountainous region

—A case study of Oguni town in Yagata prefecture—

Koji Ikagami Tomio Maruyama Takashi Nakano

Abstract

This study was intended to make clear how and what changes in the residents’ community awareness and
revitalization could have achieved by constructing sports and leisure facilities, and to examine how those facilities
should be utilized from now on in terms of "endogenous development theory” claimed by Kazuko Tsurumi. An
interview method was used to town office personnel and facility attendants three times in 2002 and 2003, and a
questionnaire administered to 400 arbitrarily selected residents (168 or 42% responded) in September, 2003.

The results were summarized as (1) that those public facilities facilitated social participations and, in turn,
incentives of community involvement of the residents in local events, (2) that the awareness of residential amenity
was enhanced, but their feeling of belongingness seemed to be declining, (3) that the town policy was in part
well-accepted but its structural renovation was to be expected, (4) that the town should be developed in accord with
the endogenous development theory as it should be, (5) that the basic concept of town development was based on
“ecological soundness’, and (6) that it was expected to change its structure and policy for ever revitalization of the

town.
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