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Abstract: The Spanish national football team and the Barcelona Football Club have achieved
immense success in the world of soccer using tactics that primarily focus on ball possession.
Previously, researchers have investigated factors such as the number of passes that were made
and the distance travelled by the players during ball possession. However, there are insufficient
reports which analyse factors that are more specific, such as the relationship between ball
possessions and the area or time. Reports that investigate the effect of playing time (manoeuvre
execution time), which is an important factor affecting ball possession, are nearly non-existent. In
this study, we analysed factors including the number and lengths of ball possessions, starting areas
and ending areas, the number of passes and passing times, and playing times for both the teams
that advanced to the final match in the UEFA European Football Championship in 2008
(EUROZ2008) (Spain and Germany) and teams from the group league qualifiers that were defeated
during the final tournament (Greece and Poland) using game analysis methods. We demonstrated
that the playing times during ball possession were shorter for the teams that advanced to the final
match compared to the teams that were defeated during the final tournament. These results imply
that decreasing the time spent per play during ball possession is an important factor for making
teams more competitive in terms of both tactics and technique. Furthermore, we believe that the
impact of decreasing the playing time is applicable to other ball games as well.

Key words: game analysis, area, number of passes, time of passes
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